2
15



SERMON TEXT: MATTHEW 5:6‑12

                                    OUTLINE

Part One:
How you Enter The Kingdom

Part Two:
How You Express The Kingdom

     A. A New Upward Attitude

     B. A New Outward Attitude

     C. A New Inward Attitude

Part Three:
How You Enjoy The Kingdom

     A. You Eliminate Strife

     B. You Encounter Strife

     C. You Experience Splendor

Matthew 5:6-12

I want us to read the verses 

which finish the Beatitudes in the sermon on the mount.  

I read the first 5 verses last Sunday.  

6. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

7. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

8. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

9. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

10. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

12. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

We're considering together: 

the greatest sermon ever preached 

by the greatest preacher who ever lived.  

I refer of course to the Sermon on the Mount 

and I'm referring to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I.
HOW YOU EXPRESS THE KINGDOM.  

So, in verses 6, 7, and 8 

He gives three Beatitudes 

which tell us the kind of attitude we must have, 

in order to express a kingly life. 

For instance, in verse 6 He says: 

L
FIRST: way to express the Kingdom

a new UPWARD ATTITUDE.  

BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH DO 

HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

an insatiable desire 

to be right with God 

and to be like God.  

So He's talking here about a hunger, and thirst 

that can't be satisfied. 

Now we know what that is in the physical realm, 

but He is talking here about a thirst and hunger 

in the spiritual realm, 

those who hunger and thirst after righteousness.  

And the way the sentence is constructed 

it really means: 

those who are hungry for the whole loaf of bread, 

those who are thirsty for the whole pitcher of milk, 

those who have a total desire.

The Bible says that our righteousnesses 

are as filthy rags.  

In other words 


we don't have anything 


to recommend ourselves to God 


so far as our own personal righteousness 


is concerned.  

So then the Bible says that Jesus Christ came, 

and He was God's perfect righteousness.  

Romans 10:4 says Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one who believes.  

II Corinthians 5 the Bible says God made the Lord Jesus, who knew no sin, to be sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  

So what happened at the cross is this: 


our sins were imputed to Him 

and His righteousness was imputed to us, 

so when we're saved 

it is not because we've earned it 

or because our righteousness deserves it, 

but it simply means that it has been 

imparted to us from the Lord Jesus Christ.

I'm not always right with God, 

there are times when I get out of the will of God 


and get out of fellowship with God 


and I have to confess my sins 


and ask God to forgive me.  

But down in my heart God knows:

I want to be right, 

I want to be right with Him, 

I want to live for Him, 


to serve Him.  

Blessed are those 

who hunger and thirst after righteousness: 

for they shall be filled.  


Oh, I hope you've got that desire in your heart.  

Let me read you what the psalmist had to say about it:  

 
As the deer pants after the water brooks, 

that is, (as a deer longs for a good drink of water), 

so panteth my soul after thee, O God.  

You see, folks, 

you can have as much of God 

as you want to have, 

you can be as close to God 


as you want to be.

God can be as real to you in your life 


as you want Him to be.  

James 4 says: 

Draw nigh unto God 

And He will draw nigh unto you.  

Saw a sign several years ago 


and I've thought a great deal about it.  

The sign said: 

If you're not as close to God as you used to be, 

who moved?  

L
SECOND: way to express the kingdom

is also A NEW OUTWARD ATTITUDE.  

verse 7.
Blessed are the merciful: 

for they shall obtain mercy.  

Now that's a new attitude toward other people, 

that is a new OUTWARD attitude.  

And it's talking here 

about our treatment of other people, 

how we act toward other people, 

how we conduct ourselves 

in our relationships with other people.  

What the Lord Jesus is saying is this: 

Blessed are those people 


who have a tenderness of heart; 


blessed are those who have a kindness of heart 


toward other people.  

In fact, He says they shall obtain mercy.  

If you want to be forgiven you've got to be forgiving.  

L
THIRD: way to express the Kingdom

is A NEW INWARD ATTITUDE.  

Look at verse 8 of Matthew 5. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: 

for they shall see God.  

Now to say, Blessed are the pure in heart, 

means blessed are washed in heart, 

blessed are those that are clean in heart.  

Now Jesus said if you want to get the job done 

you've got to be pure in your heart.  

He=s not talking about you flesh and blood heart

that pumps your physical blood

That's NOT the kind of heart He's talking about.  

He's talking about the heart 


which is the center of your life, 


which is the main spring of all of your actions. 

That's why the Bible says: 

as a man thinks in his heart, so is he.  

And that's why again the Bible says: 

Keep thy heart with all diligence 

for out of it are the issues of life.  

And, you know, we have to let God do that every day,  keep our hearts clean.  

Blessed are the pure in heart, they will see God.  

The cleaner you keep the windows of your heart, 


the clearer your vision of God.  

So, you see, this is how you express the kingdom. 

You've got A NEW UPWARD attitude, 


you desire to be right with God; 

you have A NEW OUTWARD attitude, 


you have an attitude of mercy toward other people; 

you have A NEW INWARD attitude, 


you want to be pure in your heart.

II.  Now how do you:  Enjoy the Kingdom:

Now look at verse 9 and 10 and following.  

L
FIRST: 
way to enjoy the kingdom is: 

you ELIMINATE STRIFE.  

Look at verse 9.  

Blessed, (congratulations) to the peacemakers: 

for they shall be called the children of God.  

He says one of the ways to be happy 

is that everywhere you go you try to eliminate strife. 

Be a peacemaker.  

Now we're living in a world full of strife.  

I mean there is trouble and strife everywhere.  

TROUBLEMAKERS:

Sometimes they're at home. 

And then on the job, oh, the trouble.  

Trouble in the church.  

Oh, I'm so thankful 

we have sweet fellowship in our church here.  

This world is a world of strife 

and when the Lord Jesus came the Bible says that 

He would be called the Prince of Peace 

and when He was born the angels said: 


Glory to God in the highest 


and peace among men 


in whom He is well-pleased.  

And, of course, Colossians 1:20 says: 

that when Jesus went to the cross 

that He made peace by the blood of His cross. 

And, the wonderful thing about it, 


if you'll be a peacemaker, 


somewhere along the way folks will say, 

You know what? 


he must be ONE OF GOD'S CHILDREN. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 


they'll be called the children of God.

L
SECOND: to enjoy the kingdom.  

ENCOUNTER STRIFE.  

Now that sounds funny doesn't it? 

You must encounter strife, or spite really.  

Look at verse 10. 

Blessed are they,(congratulations), 

to those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are the persecuted.  

Now what in the world in the Lord talking about.  

Blessed are they which are persecuted, 

for righteousness' sake.  

Drop down to verse 11.  

He says when they revile you, persecute, 

say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake.  

Now, you see, Jesus is the only perfect person 


Who ever walked on this earth


and yet He was the most hated person who ever lived.  

And, you see, folks, the closer you get to Jesus 


and the more mud this old world throws at Jesus, 

the more that will hit you. 

When you're persecuted you can experience splendor.  

Look at verse 12.  

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, 

and literally it means to leap for joy.  

Now, brother, 

if you want to get the victory over persecution, 

the next time you get some 

you just start shouting and jumping up and down.  

There's not a way in the world 

you and I can live like this, 

not a way in the world.  

That's why Jesus said you've got to be born again, 

and the only way 

you can begin to produce the fruit of the Spirit 

is not to have it tied on from the outside 

but to let it begin to grow from the inside.  

  I. How You Enter The Kingdom

     A. A Change Of Attitude Toward Yourself

     B. A Change Of Attitude Toward Your Sin

     C. A Change Of Attitude Toward The Savior

 II. How You Express The Kingdom

     A. 
A New Upward Attitude

desire to be right with God

     B. 
A New Outward Attitude

a new attitude toward other people
     C. 
A New Inward Attitude

keep our hearts clean
III. How DO You Enjoy The Kingdom

     A. 
You Eliminate Strife
Be a peacemaker

     B. 
You Encounter Strife
be willing to carry Jesus Cross

and laugh at Strife !

